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The LIMU Mentor Guide to the curriculum in Phase 2a
Primary PGCE 3-7 and 5-11

Phase 2a is the phase when students begin to plan and teach their own lessons, with
the support of experienced staff. This is expected to be at least 1 hour a day for the
first 3 weeks, rising to 2 hours for the next four weeks, across a range of subjects. Student
teachers should continue to observe good practice, completing formal observations,
team teaching and group work and have the equivalent of 1 hour PPA per day.

Mentors are asked to complete 2 x Lesson Analysis forms (LAFs) a week. We ask that
this should be over a range of subjects and not just limited to the core curriculum.
Feedback should be subject-focused and we ask mentors to use the LIMU Guide to
support for subject-focused observations to enhance this.

Primary Lead Mentors will visit to co-observe during this phase. More information here:
https://itt-placement.com/

The weekly school activity should contfinue to be shaped by the PoP and this mentor
guide. In addition, during this phase the second ITaP: Reflection, Observation and
Planning will take place. During the ITaP, the student teachers will focus on the
enactments and tasks set out in the ITaP guidance documents, which can be found
on the ITT Placement website, section B.

Please note: students should not be left to teach lessons without supervision. As we
move closer to the winter break, it is likely that classes may be more off timetable
with different activities and visits. Whilst we would like you to become involved and
enjoy some of these with your classes, please also use your limited training time
smartly. If your class is off timetable, then explore opportunities across the school to
work on your targets and gaining a range of professional experiences.
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By the end of Phase 2a we expect student teachers to:

« Create alearning environment which reflects high expectations and to
manage pupils’ behaviour in line with school policies.

« Plan and teach a range of lessons which demonstrate understanding of how
pupils learn and develop, and which select and use appropriate teaching
strategies for the subject matter and classes taught.

« Demonstrate secure subject knowledge in their daily teaching and be
proactive in addressing any areas of need.

o Begin to use arange of assessment strategies to accurately evaluate both their
own teaching and pupils’ learning and progress

« Become aware of the need to adapt planning and teaching to respond to a
range of learning needs, seeking help and advice to support pupils

o Respond constructively to challenge, feedback and critique, and continuously
improve their understanding and practice.

« Become increasingly skilled in observing and deconstructing effective planning
and teaching, in order to learn effectively from expert practitioners and reflect
on their own emerging practice;

« Be proactive and conscientious in completing tasks required of them by LIMU
and by General Mentors, including sharing and maintaining their QTS file.

In addition to the curriculum during induction, prior to beginning

teaching in Phase 2q; student teachers will have had further inputs on:
Phonics

Planning lessons - with a particular focus on Objectives and Outcomes;

Phase 2 expectations, including protective mental health strategies (inc. Silvercloud
and Togetherall).

Results of their audit of their mathematics and English subject knowledge for
teaching.

Core and foundation curriculum content in English, mathematics, science and @
range of foundation subjects.

During Phase 2a the taught curriculum has a focus on the core and foundation
subjects. Please could mentors ensure that student teachers have the opportunity to
observe across the curriculum and to teach some foundation subjects (in addition to
core subjects).

All student teachers should be involved with phonics teaching across phases 2 and 3.

If the student teacher’s class do not require phonics input, observing, planning and
teaching phonics in another class in the school needs to be arranged.
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The Phase 2a ITE Curriculum

The weekly foci below are based on the LIMU curriculum questions and phased
expectations. We ask you to support students in exploring these further in schools.

The focus of weekly discussions is in black. Professional Development Activifies for STUDENTS

are in blue.
Week Theme of School-based Mentor curriculum in weekly meeting and Professional
Beginning | taught LIMU | focus Development Activities.
session
Monday TaP 2: Q5 - How do | General Mentor to complete ITaP assessment form at the
10th Reflection, plan and teach | end of the week and identify with the student teacher next
November | Observation well-structured steps targets for planning.

and Planning

lessons that use
effective
modelling,
explanations,
and questioning
fechniques?

Share the ITaP 2: Reflection, Observation and Planning
information with your mentor and show where it can be
found in section B of the ITT Placement website.

Complete the ITaP tasks on the school-based days. Discuss
the work carried out in the ITaP, including readings and
faught sessions.

Monday Core: Q7 —How do | Discuss and agree student teacher timetable as per the
17th English/Maths | use assessment expectations. Discuss progress with lesson planning and
November | /Science effectively to sources of help in school. Feedback on teaching and
understand discuss areas to develop.
Foundation pupil’'s learning,
Subjects or provide quality Share school assessment policy and discuss how staff use
Early Years feedback, and formative assessment in class to evaluate children’s
Input inform my progress.
teaching
decisions? In your observations, note AfL strategies used by staff & how
findings are used to inform next steps. Discuss observations
with your mentor. Plan formative assessment opportunities
linked to lesson objectives.
In post-lesson feedback meetings, you are encouraged fo
participate, to think, and to articulate your thinking.
Monday Core: Q4 -How do | See separate Phonics Continuing Professional Development
24t English/Maths | implement Activity (CPDA) booklet. Discuss with student teacher:
November | /Science evidence- ¢ How language development, including vocabulary,
informed is taught
Foundation approaches to e Which phonics scheme is used?
Subjects or early reading, ¢ How are phonics lessons organised?
Early Years literacy, and o Which decodable texts are used and how are
Input oracy that reading application lessons organised?
enables pupils o How the school uses assessment including the results
to access all of the Year 1 phonics test.
areas of the ¢ How reading for enjoyment is encouraged
curriculum?

Use phonics CPDA booklet to explore the phonics scheme
in school and how reading is taught. Plan and feach
phonics lessons using school's scheme of work. Identify
specific targets for phonics and Early Reading teaching.
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Monday Core: Q6 - How do | Delivering targeted support including Teaching Assistants.
Ist English/Maths | adapt teaching | Adapting resources to support inclusion. Reframing
December | /Science to meet the qguestions to provide greater scaffolding or stretch. Role of
diverse needs of | the SENDCo.
Foundation all pupils,
Subjects or working Feedback on pupils with additional learning needs within
Early Years efficiently and your class, with a specific focus on the 4 strands from the
Input maintaining high | SEND Code of Practice: Linguistic, Social and Emotional,
expectations? Physical and Cognitive. What areas may these pupils need
adaptive teaching in? E.g. EAL pupils generally need
linguistic adaptations rather than cognitive. Consider
breadth of curriculum taught and observed and
implications for subsequent phases.
Pay particular attention in your observations and planning
to any pupils with SEND or specific needs. How are these
addressed by experienced staff¢ Ask any questions you
may have about the school policy and practice in this area.
Monday Core: Q9 -How do | Managing wellbeing and workload, developing structured
8t English/Maths | develop as an reflection on lessons and  proactively  seeking
December | /Science evidence- feedback/advice.
informed
Foundation reflective Preparing for Phase 2a review — Check online QTS file and
Subjects or practitioner and | discuss Phase 2a review, including setting targets for the
Early Years acton alternate placement in phase 2b.
Input feedback?
Observe a foundation subject, focusing on how the lesson is
adapted to access the subject specific learning outcomes.
Prepare fully for Phase 2a review, ensuring QTS file is up to
date.
Monday Core: Q10 -How do | Planning for the deployment of additional adults in the
15th English/Maths | demonstrate the | classroom. Identify strengths and areas for development for
December | /Science professional next placement. End of phase 2a review to be submitted.
knowledge and | Deadline for phase 2a review 19th December 2025.
Alternative behaviours of a
Placement teacher, Review subject knowledge audits by looking at section 5 of
Briefing and collaborating the QTS file — what developments and learning has taken
Homophobic | with colleagues, | place?
Bullying parents and

other
professionals?

Identify next steps in phonics teaching for phase 2b.

Consider what elements of tfeaching and also subjects you
need to observe being taught and teach yourself in your
next placement. Check coverage of foundation subject
experience e.g. number of observations of experienced
tfeachers teaching across the subjects. What subjects have
you not seen or taught? Plan to target these in phase 2b.

Please ensure that weekly meeting forms are documented by the student teacher
and stored in the QTS file.

Targets should regularly focus on subject-specific aspects of teaching, including

subject knowledge.
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