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Remit for Observation as a Professional Learning Tool for Student Teachers 

Students training to be teachers, observe the practice of more experienced professionals, who 

will be known as ‘more knowledgeable others’ (Vygotsky, 1978) in order to gain quality improvement. 

The effectiveness of observation as a learning technique is proven (Fish, 1995; Schon, 2009; 

Lawson, 2011; O’Leary, 2013). 

It allows people to study processes and practices in natural settings, prompting them to 

collect evidence as to what goes on in these settings, which they can use to conceptualise 

what effective practice may look like (O’Leary, 2012). 

Observation Process 

Research → Reflection → Reflexivity 

What? Who? How? 
1. Research teaching and learning 

through observation, collecting 
‘evidence’ on proformas for 
subsequent reflection and reflexivity 

 
Student teacher observing 
more experienced others 

with university observation  
 

 
Proformas or informal 
methods* 

2. Using research and mentors support 
to reflect on collected evidence and 
identify professional learning 

 
Student teacher with 
professional sources: 

mentors, tutors, research 
bases, assignments 

 
Weekly meeting 
Mentor meeting 
Independent study 
Informal opportunities 
 

3. Harness professional learning gained 
through reflection into own practice 
through reflexivity  

 
Student teacher and 

mentors 

 
Weekly meeting 
Planning 
 

*Generally in later phases of training 

Reflective Model 

 

 

 

 

 

 

View as an enquiry skill with research into 

how learning occurs in the social domain 

(Didau 2016; Lange 2017)   

 

Reflection supported by mentors and research 

Tacit knowledge is known as ‘habits of the mind’ 

(Dewey, 1971) and is something that 

experienced teachers develop over time. 
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Observation Proformas 

Proforma One: The Tune In 

This proforma is great for: 

- looking at general standards rather than for specifics 

- to give a first glimpse into an aspect  

- to familiarise with a new context or cohort 

This can be used from phase one of training. 

 

Proforma Two: Impact on Learning 

This proforma is great for: 

- looking at the responses of specific pupils 

- informing choices around S5 for planning purposes 

- expanding repertoire of effective learning approaches 

- focusing on learner needs  

This can be used from phase one of training. 

* Observation should generally always be focused on learning. 
However, it is possible that in earlier phases of training or with 
new cohorts, student teachers could use this proforma to 
evaluate and gather approaches to behaviour for specific EBD 
pupils in the first instance and as a stepping stone to supporting 
pupil learning. 

Proforma Three: Groups of Learners 

This proforma is great for: 

- looking at learning of specific groups of pupils (S5) 

- exploring specific learning outcomes within an objective 

- upskilling your own SK 

- making connections across learning and pedagogy 

- identify misconceptions and exploring barriers to learning 

  

PG This can be used from phase two of training. This may be 
used in phase one for subject specialisms. 

UG This can be used from phase one of training 

 

Proforma 4 

Shulman Subject Knowledge Builder 

A proforma to build your curriculum, subject and pedagogical 
knowledge as a teacher 

Whole class 

 

 

Some Further Headlines 

• Observation is likely to develop on a trajectory in line with professional learning and skills. 

Initially, student teachers may focus on aspects of S7 and S3 before moving into S6 and S4.  

• Student teachers can adapt proformas to suit the situation they are observing and are likely 

to gain confidence with this as experience develops. 

• There are example proformas available to student teachers on locked Canvas modules 

should they need support. 

• Multiple proformas can be used to observe the same teaching and learning aspects through 

different lenses and for different purposes. 

 

https://canvas.ljmu.ac.uk/courses/49546/pages/proforma-four

